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Dear Mr Reid,

Thank you for your email of 05 December 2020 to Michael Matheson, the Cabinet Secretary for
Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity regarding the A83 at the Rest and Be Thankful and
the Old Military Road diversion. Mr Matheson has asked me to thank you for your email and to
respond on his behalf.

The Scottish Government is committed to an infrastructure solution to address the A83 Rest and
Be Thankful landslip risks. Delivery of a permanent and resilient solution is a priority and we will
continue to seek ways to achieve that as quickly as possible, noting all of the options require
complex Civil Engineering.

The recognised UK wide process for the assessment of roads schemes is set out in the Design
Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB). We adopt this process because it has been proven to
provide a robust evidence base for decision making and firm justification for the use of
Compulsory Purchase of land (CPO) which is likely to be required to deliver this scheme. The
process also ensures that environmental impacts form a central part of decision making and that
people, communities, landscape and ecology are properly protected.

The overall process itself is explained on our project website at
https://www.transport.gov.scot/projects/a83-access-to-argyll-and-bute/project-details/#64778

You have raised the issue of land acquisition and compensation. The process surrounding CPO
is carried out in two stages. First we must justify the principle of the acquisition of third party
land. That is the public local inquiry process and matters of compensation do not fall under the
jurisdiction of the inquiry. The test is whether the Acquiring Authority is justified in using its
powers of CPO. That is why the DMRB evidenced based process is so important.

On the basis that consent to proceed with the acquisition is granted, the second stage is the
negotiation of compensation. As you say this is a recognised independently led process
governed by the statutory compensation code and managed by the Valuation Office.
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